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by Tom Chillemi

July 11, 2021 marked four years since 
Margaret “Peggy” Thornton Lammers was 
found brutally murdered in her family’s river 
home on Stove Point in Deltaville.

The Richmond Division of the FBI is 
assisting the Middlesex County Sheriff ’s 
Office (MCSO) investigating Peggy Lammers’ 
death and has created a video about the 
investigation. Both agencies are asking the 
public for any information they might have. 

In the FBI video Peggy Lammers’ son 
comments that the river home has gone from 

“the happiest place on Earth for me to 
the saddest place on Earth.” The son 
said he may never go back to the river 
home.

The FBI video concludes with 
Lammers’ son saying, “I cannot …  I 
cannot get away from the fact that I think 
it was someone that my mom knew.”

The video shows parts of the house as 
it was found by MCSO detectives who 
were called to the house on July 11, 2017, after 
Peggy Lammers did not answer repeated phone 
calls.

In the FBI video, text overlays images and one 

point states, “While it appeared someone 
had broken in, investigators believe the 
scene was staged by whomever killed 
Peggy.”

Investigators found DNA at the 
murder scene that was from someone 
other than Peggy Lammers, who was 
61 at the time of her death. She was 
barefooted and a bloody shoe print was 
found.

Background
Since 1986, Peggy Lammers and her family 

lived in Gates Mills, Ohio, near Cleveland. 

Her parents, Dr. John L. and Marjorie L. 
Thornton built the family vacation river home 
in 1970 on Stove Point Road. The river house 
is on a private road in a neighborhood and is 
not secluded. 

When Peggy Lammers’ father died in 
November 2016, Lammers traveled back and 
forth from Ohio to Richmond and Deltaville 
as she and her siblings dealt with the settling 
of their parent’s estate, explained her sister 
Anne Thornton Fergusson of Richmond.

by Larry Chowning    

There was standing room 
only under a large tent in the 
Deltaville Community Center 
parking lot Saturday as more 
than 100 people attended the 
dedication and celebration of 
the Stingray Point Contraband 
Virginia Historic Road Sign.

The marker recognizes six 
enslaved Middlesex County 
men who self-emancipated 
160 years ago at Stingray 
Point on July 15, 1861. The 
men knew that the United 
States Navy had blockaded 
the Chesapeake Bay and they 
escaped to the Stingray Point 
Lighthouse, where they took 
shelter until they hailed the 
U.S.S. Mount Vernon, which 
took them aboard.

The six men enlisted in the 
Navy after the secretary of the 
Navy invoked the contraband of 
war theory established earlier 
that year at Fort Monroe. The 
marker’s sponsor is the Middle 
Peninsula African-American 
Genealogical and Historical 
Society (Middle Peninsula 
AAGHS).

The six Middlesex African-
Americans who “self-
emancipated” were John, 
Samuel, Miles and Peter 
Hunter, Alexander Franklin 
and David Harris. Great-
granddaughters of Harris, 
Darlene Harris Roye, Ceres 
Brooks and Davaline Taliaferro 
unveiled the marker before the 
crowd. After the war, Harris 

by Larry Chowning

The Middlesex County 
School Board (MCSB) 
unanimously voted to 
approve a $230,000 
expenditure to replace the 
28-year-old cooling units 
at St. Clare Walker Middle 
School (SCW). The vote 
came at the Monday, July 12, 
regular monthly school board 
meeting.

School Superintendent 
Tracy Seitz informed the 
board that the chiller and 
portions of compressors at 
St. Clare Walker were failing 
and working at 75% capacity. 
Honeywell, the firm that 
maintains the units, will pay 
approximately $30,000 of the 
replacement cost under their 
maintenance agreement with 

the schools.
MCSB agreed to use 

Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Re-
lief (ESSER) funds (approx-
imately $200,000) to cover 
the remainder of the expense. 
ESSER funds are federal 
relief funding provided to the 
elementary and secondary 
schools from the Education 
Stabilization Fund allocated 
through the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act.

Dr. Seitz said that ESSER 
funds can be used to improve 
air quality within the 
schools. She said that the air 
conditioning units fall within 
that purview.

Pinetop district school 
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Video seeks info on 2017 Deltaville murder

Peggy Lammers

(See Murder, Page A7)

Workers install a new Urbanna Oyster Festival Foundation billboard along General Puller Highway (Route 33) at Cooks Corner on 
Thursday, July 15. New signage also went up near Town Bridge Road on U.S. 17. This year’s annual Urbanna Oyster Festival is set 
for Nov. 5 and 6 as organizers are expecting thousands of visitors following 2020’s off-year festival due to COVID-19. And another 
2021 Urbanna Oyster Festival Queen and Little Miss Spat contestant duo, Madysen Davis and Emalynn Norwood, is presenting 
various fundraisers. See story and photo, page A5.                                                                         (Photo by Larry Chowning)

Davaline Taliaferro, left, and Ceres Brooks, both great-
granddaughters of David Harris, a Middlesex County 
slave who escaped to freedom by hiding in Stingray Point 
Lighthouse and joining the Union Navy, unveiled the 
Stingray Point Contraband Virginia Historic Road Sign in 
front of the Deltaville Community Association’s Ricky Taylor 
Community Swimming Pool in Deltaville on Saturday.
                                                   (Photo by Larry Chowning)

Marker dedicated describing
1861 “self-emancipation” at
Stingray Point Lighthouse

(See Marker, Page A8)

SCW Middle School to
receive $230,000 revamp
of air conditioning system

(See SCW, Page A7)

by Larry Chowning     

The Chesapeake Bay Buyboat Association will 
present its 17th annual Buyboat Rendezvous from 
July 30-Aug. 8. The tour will start in Urbanna at 
the town-owned marina at the foot of Virginia 
Street on Urbanna Creek from July 30-Aug. 1 and 
end on Aug. 6-8 at Hudgins Horn Harbor Marina 
in Port Haywood. The last time the boats came to 
Urbanna was in 2018.

During the week, the boats plan to visit 
Tangier Island (Aug. 2), Cape Charles (Aug. 4) 
and Poquoson (Aug. 5) for overnight stays and to 
greet the public interested in seeing and learning 
about the boats.

The annual cruise brings together private 
owned boats converted to pleasure boats and 
museum and nonprofit owned education boats 
that have been left in the workboat style. The 

Buyboat
cruise to
start in
Urbanna 

Urbanna house will be removed as part of pump station project

(See Buyboat, Page A7)

by Tom Chillemi

Hampton Roads Sanitation District 
(HRSD) this week said that the house 
at 215 Linden Ave. in Urbanna “is 
expected to be removed” to make 
way for a sewage pumping station, 
replied Leila Rice, HRSD director of 
communications, to questions asked 
by the Southside Sentinel.

Last week, the Sentinel reported 
that at the Urbanna Town Council’s 
July 8 meeting, Town Administrator 

Garth Wheeler told council that a 
letter from HRSD attorney states 
the house will remain on the lot and 
possibly be rented as a residence. 
Apparently, this has changed and 
the house is expected to be removed, 
said Rice, HRSD communication 
director, responding via email.

Location
The pump’s location has not been 

determined yet, said Rice. The lot 
slopes down in back to a ravine and 

adjoins town-owned property at the 
Urbanna community swimming pool.

Rice prefaced her responses, 
writing, “In all cases when locating 
infrastructure, HRSD works to 
minimize the negative impact to our 
neighbors and customers through 
noise and odor control systems as 
well as architectural standards to 
match the facility to surrounding 
structures and the aesthetics of the 
existing community.”

Rice said the station “will abide 

by all local noise ordinances during 
operation” and “will be equipped 
with an odor control system to 
dissipate odor.”

The property deed is expected 
to be recorded within the next two 
weeks, she said.

Alternative site 
Asked if there are or were 

alternative sites, Rice said, “We 
(HRSD) looked at several sites and 
this site was the only one that met 

HRSD’s needs of availability, price, 
location of the site to the existing 
pump station, property agreement 
terms, ease of access to the 
property for construction and future 
maintenance, location of the property 
to the existing gravity pump station 
and the potential ability to eliminate 
a secondary pump station and to 
reduce the overall number of pump 

(See Pump station, Page A5)

OYSTER FESTIVAL

BOUNCING BACK

Norris Bridge
line removal
advancing
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was the only one of the six to return to Deltaville 
and live out his life.

Invocation
President of Middle Peninsula AAGHS, 

Bessida Cauthorne White, presided over the 
ceremony and introduced the Rev. Keith L. 
Parham, who gave the invocation. The Rev. 
Parham’s prayer touched on the very core of 
why the sign was being erected. He said “to 
mark this historic day we invoke God’s divine 
presence . . . let your presence seep into our 
hearts with love and let your compassion unite 
our lives into one people with positive purpose 
and radiate and revive our hope for a better 
today and a more peaceful tomorrow. Bless 
all those in attendance and especially to those 
descendants of those gallant men and women 
who braved tyranny and won freedom for 
themselves.

“We thank the Lord for those who sacrificed 
so that this marker and this 
moment could become a 
living reality. Bless this 
time of sharing that it 
serves as an inspiration to 
Stingray Point, to the historic 
Deltaville community, to 
Middlesex County, to the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, 
to the United States of 
America and to the world.

“Lord when we leave this 
place let this marker stand 
as a red badge of honor for 
you and for all who see it. 
Let it be motivation for all 
of us, for all of us Lord, as 
we go forth to do the work, 

the work of peace and unity to build a greater 
understanding of this nation and abroad.”

Middle Peninsula AAGHS
After the invocation, White explained 

that the Middle Peninsula AAGHS learned 
in 2019 that only about 12% of Virginia’s 
Historic roadside markers related to African-
Americans and her group vowed to change 
that. “We decided to take action and we found 
it was not at all difficult to identify topics 
deserving of a marker,” she said. “We started 
with Stingray Point simply because much 
of the heavy lifting in terms of research had 
already been done by our member Davaline 
Taliaferro. So many years ago Davaline shared 
this story with us,” she said.

The group toured the Stingray Point 
area in 2012 and visited the replica of the 
Stingray Point Lighthouse at Stingray Point 
Marina in Deltaville. The original Stingray 
Point Lighthouse was decommissioned and 
dismantled in 1965.

White thanked Taliaferro for teaching the 

group history that was not taught in school and 
it was her impetus that persuaded the group to 
pursue a “Stingray Point Contraband” State 
Historic Marker.

Libation
As part of the ceremony, White performed a 

libation (pouring of water) as a traditional ritual 
brought to America from African cultures. 
Libation is a ritual of pouring water on the 
ground as an offering in memory of those 

ancestors who have died and to seek approval 
from those dead ancestors.

“An African proverb states that to go through 
life without knowledge of our past is like a 
tree without roots,” she said. “In the spirit of 
remembrance we pour this libation . . . we pour 
to honor the past so we might learn from it.

“We pour to celebrate the memory of those 
departed. We call upon our ancestors far and 
near, fathers of fathers, and mothers of mothers, 
especially those who endured the institution 

of slavery. We revoke their presence to 
bare witness to that which we do today. We 
remember and reflect on the millions of 
persons who were stolen from the African 
continent, those who endured the horrors 
of the continental slave trade as well as the 
atrocity of the domestic slave trade of which 
Eastern Virginia was the center . . . to all of 
those named and unnamed we pour libation.

“ . . . We pour libation to the six contraband 
sailors who we especially remember today 
and we call their names . . . we pour libation 
to all Black men who fought for their own 
freedom as members of the Union Navy and 
the Army of United States Colored troops.

“We call for libation for all those hundreds 
and hundreds of enslaved men and women who 
managed their own fate by self-emancipation 
in several innovative ways.

“May the indomitable spirit of those named 
and unnamed engulf this occasion. We offer 
thanks to this glorious crowd of witnesses 
whose ancestors had courage and fortitude in 
facing overwhelming adversity that led us to 
this day of commemoration and dedication.

Speakers
Chairman of the Middlesex County Board 

of Supervisors Wayne Jessie welcomed the 
crowd on behalf of Middlesex County and 
he thanked officials of the Middle Peninsula 
AAGHS for their efforts in obtaining the 
marker.

Joseph S.H. Rogers, Educational Programs 
manager for the American Civil War Museum, 
spoke on efforts of the museum to enlighten 
the public on African-American aspects of the 
Civil War.    

John V. Quarstein, curator emeritus of 
the USS Monitor Center at The Mariners 
Museum, told the story of how General 
Benjamin Butler stationed at Fort Monroe 
where he became the first to identify slaves 
who ran away into Union lines as “contraband 
of war,” despite the Fugitive Slave Act of 
1850.

Sylvia Cyrus, executive director of the 
Association for the Study of African American 
Life and History (ASALH), spoke of her own 
ancestry with Middlesex County. ASALH 
is an organization that leads the nation in 
discussion of African-American culture. 

Karice Luck-Brimmer, board member 
of the Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources, spoke about the procedures 
involved in establishing a Virginia Historical 
Roadside sign in the state.

Descendants of contraband sailor David 
Harris unveiled the marker located right next 
to the state highway sign celebrating Captain 
John Smith 1608 voyage to Stingray Point. 
The new marker is located at 17147 General 
Puller Highway (Route 33) in Deltaville.

The return of the grill master 
is only a vaccine away.
It’s time to roll up our 
sleeves, Virginia.

Visit Vaccinate.Virginia.gov or learn more 
by calling 1-877-VAX-IN-VA (1-877-829-4682).  

Marker . . . (Continued from Page A1)

At the start of the Stingray Point Contraband state historic roadside sign program on 
Saturday in Deltaville, Middle Peninsula African-American Genealogical and Historical 
Society president Bessida Cauthorne White, left, said “as a way to remember (our past) 
we look to traditional African culture and in many African societies before any venture 
is undertaken libation is poured to ask our ancestors to look in favor upon which is to 
be done. Libation is a ritual of pouring of liquid on the ground as an offering in memory 
of those who have died and it is most important libation is poured before we unveil this 
highway marker today,” said White. The water was poured into a bowl and then poured 
onto the ground near the marker. Alexandria Hunt-Quarles, right, a rising eighth grader 
in Essex County Public Schools, assisted White in the ritual.    (Photo by Larry Chowning)

  

George Robin-
son of Deltaville
touched the 
soul of the 
crowd with his 
rendition of 
the song “O, 
Freedom.”


